5.5 MILE
CIRCULAR WALK

Chelwood Gate
Red Lion
Winning Pub Walk 2021

We want to hear
from you!
Share pictures of your walking
experiences online using
#ShepsWalks
Find out more at:
www.shepherdneame.co.uk/walks

This walk will take you past trees
planted to commemorate a British
Prime Minister and an American
President, along a Second World War
runway and an Edwardian infinity
swimming pool.
You’ll walk along sandy paths and muddy
tracks around the village of Chelwood Gate
on the south western edge of the Ashdown
Forest. In good weather you will be able
to see across the South Downs. You will
be able to breathe in the wonderful scent
of the gorse that surrounds you on part
of the route, and enjoy the relaxing sight
and sound of beautiful trickling streams.
You will go through a folly bridge and over
stepping stones before eventually returning
to the Red Lion, which fans of 1981 TV series
The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy may
recognise as it was the filming location for
the pub where Ford and Arthur have beer
and peanuts before the world’s end.

Information

Red Lion,
Chelwood Gate

Distance & Time

This is a moderate walk.
At its lowest point you
will be 425 ft above sea
level and at its highest
point you will be 658 ft
above sea level. In total
you will ascend 445ft.

A variety of sandy
tracks, woodlands,
mud and stony tracks.
Walking boots are
recommended.

Elevation

Paths

5.5 Miles.
Allow 2 ¼ hours.

Note
Please note that dogs must be
kept under control at all times
as livestock may be in fields, and
gates should be left how you find
them. The public footpaths should
remain as published here and
are generally marked by small

This walk starts and
finishes at the Red Lion,
a stylish country pub
famed for fabulous
food, on the edge of the
Ashdown Forest.
www.redlionchelwood.co.uk

circular markers or signposts.
Please take care of passing
traffic when walking on
country lanes as well as on
all footpaths for trip and slip
hazards. Please be aware that the
landscape is farmed and
is subject to change from
time to time.
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Thank you to Thomas Parkhouse for
designing this route, the winning
entry in Shepherd Neame’s Pub Walk
Competition 2021.

You will then be on a wide straight pathway, which was once a runway and
was originally built by the Canadians in WW2. In clear weather you will have
incredible views of the South Downs. In 750m or ½ mile take the path to the left,
cross over one track and then turn left onto the second track which will head
down an incline. The path will bear gently left, follow this path for 700m.
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With your back to the pub, cross over the road toward the Birchgrove
Road sign and follow the wide grassy track for 150m until you reach a
clump of pine trees (Macmillan’s Clump*) where you will need to bear
to the left and follow the track for 250m heading towards the village
cricket green. *Macmillan’s Clump is named to commemorate Prime
Minister Harold Macmillan who lived in the village at Birchgrove Estate.
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You will now need to turn right, heading up a hill on a wide track between gorse
hedges. At the top of the slope cross over a tarmac lane, where you will reach a
stony driveway and should then turn right. This will lead you to Chelwood Vachery.
Continue straight ahead on a narrower path between a wall and a hedge
– a ‘twitten’ in Sussex dialect. As the path widens take the fork to the left opposite
a gate with a ‘Private Property’ sign. There is a narrow fork to the right which will
lead you past a series of springs and waterfalls as you head downhill.

When you reach the cricket green you will shortly come to a crossroads of pathways, turn right
passing the cricket pavilion on your right. Continue along this track – it will start to bear right
and then back to the left; keep to the left hand track which will pass a car park* to your right.
Continue straight along this pathway until the route starts to bear right towards the A275, the
Lewes Road. Across the road you will see a wide clay track. Cross the road carefully to this
track. *400 metres or ¼ mile past the car park you will come across another clump of pine trees;
John F Kennedy Clump, planted to commemorate his visit to the village in 1963.

Follow the clay track past another car park and the reservoir where several tracks converge.
Continue straight along the path in front of you: it will bear a little to the right, and then you
will take the route that heads to the left. Continue on this wide left hand path for 650m until
you reach a cross roads of several pathways. Turn left and follow straight along this path until it
starts to bear right. At this point you will be quite close to the A22.

At the bottom of the slope, turn right onto a wide mud track past several
ponds on your left. You will see the folly bridge: go through the arch, cross
over the stepping stones and start up the wide track. The track will fork:
you want to take the right hand route along the fence line until you reach
a stone/tarmac lane. After 50m take a narrow path sloping downwards
and cross a wooden bridge taking you over the stream.
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Follow the path of the stream. In around 300m you will come across two
ponds. Continue past the ponds, keeping the water on your left. You will
then reach a wide clay track: turn right and head up the slope towards
a small cluster of Scots Pine. At this t-junction take the left hand route
along a sandy track which will lead you downhill.

At the bottom of the slope you will cross a stream and then need
to ascend on the same track. As you reach the top of the track you
will come out of the canopy of trees where on your left, behind a
hedge, is a small village church before reaching Beaconsfield Road.

Turn right on Beaconsfield Road and continue along the pavement for 500m or 1/3 mile until
you reach the A275 Lewes Road where you turn right and return to the Red Lion.

